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IR. WILSON AVERSE
TO TAKINGCHARGE
lief Expressed the President
Joes Not Want Appointing
Power Over Schools.

IESTION MAY BECOME
CENTER OF DISCUSSION

use Committee Hearing on Cenralization
Scheme, Just Closed,

Develops Opposition.

>1lowing the conclusion of the hearonthe Johnson bill to change the
fting school law and centralize
er with the Commissioners, it beeknown that Chairman Lloyd's in:stingsuggestion that the Presitmight be the proper appointing
er for the board of education may
>me the center of discussion in the
ise. Members of the appropriations
mittee who are in touch with the
ite House have the firm impression
: the President is desirous of takonno more appointing power; in

the indications are he wants to
) some of that which he now has.
eference particularly to District of
imbia matters.
le hearing came to a close late
erday afternoon after the commithadreceived from a score of assoionsresolutions in protest against
proposed centralization scheme,

wing the overwhelming public opinagainstthe measure,
mmissioner Newman and Corporation
asel Syme made closing arguments in
>r of the bill, and Representative Page,
rman of the subcommittee whic h hantheappropriations for the District,
forward his suggestion that the law
o amended as to give the Commissionthepower to appoint the board, but
in no other respect should the law

hanged.

Effect of Enactment.
iould his suggestion be enacted, the
em scnooi organization irum mc

d of education down would remain
:t!y as at present; the board, the suntendentand every one else would
lin with the same powers, authoriandfunctions. The Supreme Court of
District would make no more appointtsto the board of education. That
11. The Commissioners would choose
administrators of the schools,
esident Blair told the committee that,
rar as he knows, he is the only reicanpresident the board of education
had. When Commisisoner Newman
the stand he said he had been innedthe Supreme Court of the District

Columbia would be glad to be relieved
ihe task of appointing the board of
nation, and Chairman Lloyd supported
in the statement. Mr. Newman said
he was further informed the court
no preference as to what other aptingsource should be chosen by Conis.The Commissioners answered at
th the statement by Mr. Blair that
Commissioners had a merely minisllfunction regarding the schools, and
it is a matter of grace alone by which
Commissioners take the advice of the
"d.
sn't it a matter of grace," asked
irman Lloyd, "that they consult
1 you at all. Here is a body of
sens administering the school af3without pay, advising you Comsionerswho are paid for the job."
es," answered Mr. Newman, "that
:rue, too. and neither one is the
it way to do business."

r. Newman Kesents Imputation.
r. Newman declared that no one

the right to assume the Coinmislersdo not hold the schools close
their hearts, or that they seek "to
ck or Tammanyize the system."
said the Commissioners merited the
umption that they are decent and
minded men.

mong those who appeared to registheirprotest against the Commisiersplan, in the form of resoluisfrom associations, were Judge
irleg S. Bundy. Columbia Heights
iz'-ns' Association; C. N. Thompson,
ith Washington Citizens* Associa1:Dr. Charles M. Kmmons, East
L.shington Citizens' Association;
tries l^ingenbeck, Henry D. Cooke,
ents* Association; Mrs. W. B. BayCarberyParent-Teacher's Assocj>n.Mrs. William B. Hardy, seventh
ision. Federation of Home and
ool; Mrs. Ada V. McKinley, Peabody
me and School Association; Mrs.
en Molster. Brookland Parents' Asiation;Mrs. X. H. Darton, Mothers'
igress, Mrs. Charles R. Duval, WalhHome and S' hool Association; Mrs.
man F. Kebler, Parents' League;
s. F. L. Ransome, Collegiate Alum;Association Dr. E. R. Sales, EmorykingtonHome School Association,
1 Mrs. W. B. Martch.

UMMARIZES SCHOOL PLANS.

gh School Teachers' Association
iswers Commissioners' Argument.
i connection with the arguments
iinst changing the plan of admlnistionin the public schools of the
itrict, as proposed by the Commisners,the High School Teachers' Asiationhas drawn up a summary of
ins of administration which have
sn tried here. These have been subtted,with other data, to the subnmitteeof the House District com:tee,which is conducting a. hearing
the proposed plan,
n introductory note explains that
e jgeiiera.1 leiiwcncy seems to D« lO
>arate absolutely the schools from
city.government."
First Plan, to July 1, 1900.

[ere is the summary:
he Commissioners appointed superendentand board of school trustees.
0 salary schedule for teachers.)
. Defects as shown by report No.
, Senate, Fifty-sixth Congress, first
aion, March 23. 15)00:
One-man rule by the superintend.as the representative of the Com*

3sioner in charge of schools.
Teachers hampered by arbitrary

es as to details in teaching and by>litiort of use of textbooks.
Fear on part of teachers due to

ertainty of tenure of office and anilappointment.
Teachers uncertain as to who had
power of appointment, dismissal,
Fnfair methods of appointment,>motion by favoritism and irregularisas to splitting salaries signed for.
Friction between superintendent

1 teachers and between authorities
1 people.

Hoard of school trustees merely/isory
Constant turmoil and confusion.
Conclusion of committee reporting1:

A lack of properly organized system
in the opinion of the committee, the
ncipal source of the very many detsand alleged defects in the existingitem of the public schools of the Disetof Columbia."
Believing that the true remedy, as
as Congress is concerned, is to prolea competent, well organized boardeducation, with well defined powers,itch can investigate and regulate

;ry subject connected with the manementof the public schools, improve»ir methods and make them efficient,
> committee, therefore, does not recmenddetailed legislation."
The committee believes the defect#

(and there are many which the com- I
mittee regard as grave errors) are
more the result of the system than of
intentional wrongdoing on the part of
any one connected with the schools."
C. The bill submitted by the Senate

committee, of which William Stewart
was chairman and Jacob H. Gallinger
leading member, provided that there be
a complete divorcement of the public
school department from the control of
the Commissioners of the District of
Columbia, and requiring it to report to

Congress. |
The bill as it passed Congress left the I

control of the material interests in the
hands of the Commissioners and providedfor the second plan.

Second Plan, to June 20, 1906.

The Commissioners of the District of
Columbia appoint the board of education,
which appoints superintendent, teachers, |
etc. (No salary schedule for teachers.)
A. Defects as shown by report No.

3395 and hearings. Fifty-ninth Congress,first session, April 20, 1906:
1. Control by civilian Commissioner

over educational interests; control by ]
Engineer Commissioner over material interestsof the schools.

2. When educational interests conflictedwith material interests of the
city (such as the fire, the police and the
engineering department), the educational
interests always yielded.

3. Board, not superintendent, seemea
to be supreme in educational matters. (
Constant interference.

4. Teachers received starvation wages; c

were leaving in ever-increasing numbers £

and finally forced to band themselves
together to obtain increased salaries
and a salary schedule.

5. Lack of economical administration
on the part of the Commissioners in locatingand planning school buildings.
B. Some of the conclusions of- the

subcommittee reporting the bill;
"There does not seejn to be a clearly

defined plan, whether in regard to the
arrangement and size of the building, or
of course of studies, for the extension
of the school system with due regard
to a judicious economy."
C. The bill as it passed Congress containedprovisions as follows:
"That a commission, consisting of a

superintendent of schools, the engineer *

Commissioner and the supervising architectof the Treasury Department, is
hereby created for the purpose of submittingto Congress at the session beginningDecember, 1906.
"First: A general plan for the consolidationof the public schools in the

District of Columbia, and the abandonmentand sale of such school buildings
and sites as may by them be deemed
necessary and desirable for the best
good of the public school service.
"Second: A general plan for the character,size and location of school buildingsin accordance with which the educationaland business interests of the

public school system may be subserved."
And provided further for the third plan.

Third Plan, to Present Date.
Judges of the Supreme Court of the {

District of Columbia appoint the board i
of education, which appoints superin- 1

tendent, teachers, etc. (Salary schedule i
amended to the benefit of teachers, 190S,
1910, 1912.) J
(Note.Teachers forced to incur heavy

legal expense to obtain from the courts j
the rights to salaries granted them by
Congress, but denied them by author!- 4
ties foreign to the board of education.)

Proposed Plan of Commissioners. :

Commissioners' plan to abrogate third j
plan and return to first plan (probably *

second plan) given before. '

Another possible plan:
Complete and absolute separation of

school interests, material, educational
and financial, from the District governmentto be lodged in the present board
of education as constituted, in accordancewith general tendencies and actual
practice of many progressive cities.

MISS WHEELER OUTLINES
PLANS FOR "BABY WEEK"

Tells Twentieth Century Club About
Event to Take Place Here

in April.

Plans for "Baby week," which is to be
celebrated all over the country and in
Washington during the first week in
April, were outlined to the civic sec-

tion of the Twentieth Century Club
yesterday, at All Souls' Church, by Miss
Wheeler of the children's bureau of
the Department of Labor. Mrs. Gilbert
A. Grosvenor presided.
Mrs. T. L. Macdonald announced that

the firqt-aid class which has just been
formed and the home nursing classes
started were full strength in membership,and that another class will have
to be formed.
The war relief committee, of which

Mrs. Ernest Bicknell is chairman, made
a plea for more money to buy clothing
to send to the war sufferers. She said
that already two boxes had been
shipped to Poland and two to France.
Mrs. Bicknell also announced an enter-
tainment on February 10, at the home
of Mrs. Alexander Graham Bell, for the
benefit of this fund.
Mrs. George F. Bowerman, chairman

of the legislation committee, made a
report on the bills before Congress in
which the women are interested. There
was a general discussion on the proposedpublic school change.

Will Discuss "Student Work."
Miss Ruth M. Keeney, educational secretaryof the Y. W. C. A., is announced

to speak before the Volunteer Workers
tomorrow evening at 7 o'clock, her topic
being, "Student Work." Miss Keeney
spoke Tuesday before the group of VolunteerWorkers, which meets regularly
on that morning at 10:30 o'clock. "City
Work" was the subject discussed.

Frederick William Kitch Dead.
Frederick William Kitch, forty-two

years old, a clerk in the census office
since 1900, died Wednesday at his home,
1827 18th street northwest. Funeral
services were held this morning at 9:30
o'clock at St. Paul's Catholic Church,
15th and V streets northwest. Mr. Kitch
was a native of Kentucky. His mother
and a brother living in North Dakota,
survive him.

THE first package
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put the soda cracker I
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rELLS HOW WORLD It
NEWS IS GATHERED=
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ei
"V\

Melville E. Stone Gives Picture
tii

of Workings of the As- ci

sociated Press. *

di

BIG UPSET WAS CAUSED Si
BY THE WAR IN EUROPE

of

Established Connections Dislocated, w

ar

and New Service Had to Be w

, fl<
Organized.

CO

ce
Melville E. Stone, general manager te

>f the Associated Press, described the
ev

ictivities of that great news-gathering ^
md distributing organization Wednes-
lay night in an address before the

^
"ranklin Institute of Philadelphia. ^Of particular interest was his ac- ^
:ount of how the Associated Press,
vhen the outbreak of the present th
vorld war disrupted its carefully or- al

^anized news-gathering facilities, went
o work and built up a new system to th
iupply the American public with all in
he facts obtainable regarding the gi- th

rantic struggle.
"As you pick up your daily news>aper,issued to you for the smallest $3

;oin that is minted by the government
.filled, as it is, with a vast bulk of ^
nformation gathered from every hab- \\
table spot on the globe.if you have or

mything like an inquisitive mind, your b*

curiosity must be aroused," said Mr. cc
^tone. "It must interest you to know re
iow all this so-called 'news,' good and in
ndifferent, important and trivial, from
learby places and from the uttermost
larts, is collected, transmitted and deiveredto you at so small a cost. Well,
:his I shall strive to tell you. ai

S
Originated in America.

J(]
"Also, it may gratify you to remem- tl

rer that this business of systematic b<
ind comprehensive newsgathering is si
in American enterprise. It originated si

lerc, and here it has reached its most m

perfect development. The work began %,
n the early days of the last century." j,.
Continuing, Mr. Stone described early

lews gathering and the changes
wrought by the telegraph, the cable
md quicker means of transportation,
lie told how after many bitter contests
he nation-wide organization for han- J

Jling news was organized. ')
"And now what is it?" he asked. E

'And how does it operate? First, there ti
are something like 900 members, each £
owning a daily newspaper and each T
having a vote in determining the man- ir
igement. These 900 members represent E
every angle of every fad or ism outside tl
the walls of Bedlam. w
"And not only each member, but c<

every employe of every member.nay,
more, every reader of every one of ^
these 900 daily papers sits in hourly
judgment on the service which the AssociatedPress is rendering.

Criticism Is Welcomed.
"This criticism was expected by

those of us who founded the institution,and it is not at all to be deplored.
It is the thini/' u-hiph rm fopuri an

honest and truthful service of news to
you. There are competing organizations,and their rivalry tends to celerityin gathering and presenting the
news. I do not undervalue this featureof our work, yet I regard its reputationfor truthfulness and strict impartialityas the best asset of the AssociatedPress.
"It is far less important that you get

prompt news than that you get true
news. Every one familiar with our
work knows that it is utterly impossiblefor any one in the service, from the
general manager to the least importantagent at the most remote point,
to send an untruthful dispatch and escapedetection.
"You may write a biased or inaccuratestatement for a single newspaperand 'get away with it,' but you

cannot do it with the Argus-eyed millionswho read the dispatches of the
Associated Press. The very magnitudeof its work tends to make truthfulnessand impartiality imperative.

Beady to Correct Errors.
"If we have made an error we have,

and always will, correct it In the most
straightforward and ample fashion. We
have no squeamishness about this. I
am convinced that there is no tyranny
greater than that of the printed word,
and that a newspaper loses nothing,

There was a time when oysters
were eaten without Oysterettes,
but it was before these flaky little
crackers were made. But now

OysterettesThe Oyster Cracker
are eaten and enjoyed with soups
and other things as well as oysters.

NATIONAL BISCUIT
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at gains greatly, by an honest con- gi
ission of error. It is not easy to es- ai
iblish a reputation for infallibility; w

is very easy to secure a reputation se
>r integrity if it is deserved." so
For collecting foreign news Mr. Stone pj
lid there were four great agencies; al
outer's of London, which assumes it
fsponsibility for news of the British vi
npire, Japan and China; the Havas
* Paris, for the Latin countries, north*nAfrica and South America, and the
"olff of Berlin, covering the Teuton.
:andinavian and Slav countries, and st
le Associated Press, which mainlinsbranches in all the important .

ties of the world.
The speaker described how any im- W
:>rtant happening in any part of the cj
nown world was described and sent
America. How when Pope Leo XIII al

ied in Rome a San Francisco paper ti
Liblished the Associated Press tele- p,
ram announcing the event nine minteslater. sc

in
50,000 Miles of Wire. in

"For the collection and interchange C£

' this information," said Mr. Stone, **

e lease from the various telephone u<

id telegraph companies, and operate ei

ith our own employes,1 something like w

'ty thousand miles of wire, stretching fa
it in every direction through the p<
untry and touching every important ti:

nter. To reach smaller cities the
lephone is employed. Everywhere in m

rery land and every moment of every t*1

ly there is ceaseless vigil for news.
"I am frequently asked what it costs sp
us to collect the news of the world as

nd I cannot answer. Our annual °

idget is between $3,000,000 and $4,000,'0.But this makes no account of
e work done by the individual papers
1 over the world in reporting the a]
atters and handing the news over to
ie agencies. Neither can I estimate
ie number of men and women engage 1 h:
this fashion. It is easy to measure si

ie cost of certain specific events. As, c<
>r instance, we expended $28,000 to
port the Martinique disaster. And c
ie Russo-Japanese war cost us over tl
:00,000. w

"Such, my friends, is an outline of rc
lr activities in what we call normal N
mes. But these are not normal times, tl
rhen the great European war broke w
i us eighteen months ago, all of the tc
-ocesses of civilization seemed to go
>wn in an hour. And we suffered in m
immon with others. Our international n<
ilations for the exchange of news were r«
istantly dislocated. m

tc
Had Abolished Censorship. d<

"We had been able to impress the V:
jvernments abroad with the" value of U
i impartial and unpurchasable news ^
rvice, as opposed to the venal type of
urnalism, which was too common on

ie European continent. And in our

;half they had abolished their censorlip.They had accorded us rules asjringus great rapidity in the trans- .

ission of our messages over their
overnment thelegraph lines. They
ad opened the doors of their chancelriesto our correspondents, and told
lem freely the news as it developed.
All ineae auvainagcs ceasea. A no

erman news agency was prohibited
om holding any intercourse with the
Inglish, French or Russian organizaons.Simultaneously, like commerce
as interdicted in the other countries,
he virtues of impartial news gatherlgat once ceased to be quoted at par.
verywhere in all of thus warring lands,
ie biblical rule that "he that is not
ith me is against me" became the
ontrolling view. Government tele.All
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rams were obviously very import)
id there was no time to consider ai
here any of the promised speed
inding our dispatches. Finally, ci

rships were imposed. This was qu
oper, in principle. Censorships
ways necessary in time of war. 1
is desirable, from every point

ew, that they be intelligent.

Stupidity of Censorship.
"I am sorry to say that for cr

upidity some of the European c«

>ring has never been equaled, unl
was in the days of our civil w

rell, like doltish management
laracterized much of the censors
broad and has increased our diffic
es. Mark you, we fully recognize
ropriety and need of a military c

>rship and have no thought of obje
ig to it. But when the business is
the hands of people who, alike

iue>e of their censurable habits
leir lack of ordinary elementary
nation, are often in no condition
tercise any discriminating judgmc
e do protest.
"Nevertheless, T feel that we hi
red pretty well in the business of
irting this war. We have made d
net progress in teaching the bell
vsnts that we hold no brief for £

ie of them, and while each wo
uch rather have us plead his cau
ley are coming to see why we can:
id ought not to do so. And our m
am glad to say, are everywhere
>ected and accorded as large privil*
», pernaps. in tne ngni or me tens

I the hour, could be reasonably ask

Great Sums Expended.
"During this war we have more r

nd more offices In Europe than
her news-gathering organization e

id and are expending even grea
uns. Last week, for example, we
ilved the speech In the reichstag
hancellor von Bethmann-Hollweg
le German Baralong note not only
ireless but also by the costly a
>ute through Holland and England
ew York. In tolls alone the cost
le Asociated Press of such ma
as over $1 a word.yet this all g
> you in your penny paper.
"When the Austro-Hungarian go\*
lent prepared a reply to the Ameri
ote on the sinking of the Ancona,
iply was relayed by Associated Pi
len from Vienna to Berlin, from Be
> The Hague, from The Hague to L
on and from London to New York,
elivered in spite of the censorships
[rtually every newspaper reader in
nited States thirty-six hours befon
as decoded in the State Department
Washington.

British News Incomplete.
"Yesterday's London Times complai
lat the version of Germany's Baral
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COLU

mt correspondence published in Lond
1>'~ incomplete, although neutral c<

received the full^Obrman repo;
lite added:
are «« 'Some idea of the importance
3ut ed by tl*e German government to
of respondence may be gleaned fr

fact that the whole dispatch w

direct from Berlin by wireless
York, where it was transmitted c

1,000 leading American new
ass through the Associated Press.'
en- "There is much misunderstan
ess the public mind respecting the

tions which we believe, with
propriety, have been impose** u]

has Associated Press,
hip "Also, many people are unable
ul_ tinguish between Associated Prt

patches and special telegrams fo
to*2 we have no responsibility, and
en- which we frequently receive unc

,ct_ blame.
"There are certain things w

puL should do, and others which it ir
be- do. It should report the irr
or events of the day as fairly and

fully and Impartially as is poss
human beings to do."

to
:nt' SCHOOL CHANGE IS 0PP<
JVC

Piney Branch Mothers and
is- ers' Association Records Vi
myulJl Members of the Piney Branch
ise. ers and Teachers' Associatio
not night. at a meeting: at the \\ est
en.
re_ went on record as opposing- any
age in the school system of the I

ed' Mrs* w* Kernodle, the pr
e presided.

Resolutions were adopted exr
that "this association, in commi

nen others throughout the city, hi
any favorably impressed" with the

of the schools and the appointi
"representative citizens of high

iter ing" as members of the board
re- cation. It is further set forth t

association is vitally interested i
taining the high standards s«

and and therefore is opposed to th
by lation "and radical changes pr<

ible Resolutions opposing any char
to have been adopted by the Origi
to izens' Association of Patn

tter Schools.
»oes ,

?m- Small Fires; Slight Los
(;an An oil stove becoming ovi
tne
ress shortly before 11 o'clock last r

rlin the second floor front room of t!

and ^ang Sherer, 613 3d street no

i0 caused a lire which did about $
the age.
5 it A defective flue at the home
t at Thomas, 1537 14th street no

yesterday afternoon caused a fii
did about $25 damage.
About $10 damage was done

originating from an overheated
ned the home of Carl 1-f. Sands, 1
ong street, shortly after 7 o'clock la;
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